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Che following comwunication from his Excellency, the Gov-

ernor, was then read and reforred to the comnmittec on Slaves
snd Slavery :

Exrcurive Orfrick, |
Austin, Jau. 18, 1856. {
Gentlemen of the Senate
and House of Representatives:

I return lierewith to the Honse of Represeniatives, “an Aect
to permit certain persons of color, freed, claiming to have been
the property of Gabriel Moore, late of Alabama, to remain in
the county of Ilarrison, State of ‘Vexas, for iwo years afier the
suit now pending in said couuty to establish their freedom shall
have been decided.”

It has been the poliey of Texas, since the commencement ol
her revolution, to prevent free negroes and mulattees from com-
here to reside. ‘Fhe General Council of the Provisional Gov—
ernment, on the 5th of January, 1836, passod au ordinance to
prevent their importation and emigration, which provided that if
they should eome within tne limits of Texas after that date, they
shou!d be sold as slaves, and imposed a fiue of five thousand
dollars upon any person who should import, or bring, or aid, or
abet in bringing or importing any free negro or mulatto within
the limits of '1'2xas.

Ou the seventeenth of March in the same year, the constitn~
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tion of the Republic was adopted, which declared in the 9ih
8:ction of its general provisions, that no slaveholder should be
nllowed to emuncipate a slave without the consentof Congress,
unless he should send such slave without the limus of the Re-
“public, and also that no free person of Alfrican descent should
be perwitted to reside pert<anently in the Repubiic withont the
consent of Congress. Shortly after, on the 5th of Juune, 1837,
an Act was passed which permitted all free Alricans, or descen-
dants of Africans, who were residing in Texas at the date of the
declaration of independence, to remain here. On the 5th-of
February, 1840, another Act was passed prohibiting such per-
sops from coming here and being bronght here, and .providing
that all who should come or be brought here, should be sold for
one year unless they should give a bond in e suw of one thou-
sand dollars, with the secarity of a citizen, for their removal out
of the limits of the Republic, and unless such bond should be
given belore the expiration of the year,they were then to be sold
as slaves for life. - The same Act provided that ull free persons
of color then in the Republic shenld be allowed two yearsto
remove out of it, and that all who were fonnd here after that
time, without the perniission of Congress, shonid bewrrested and
sold as before stated.  On the 12th of -December, 1840, anvthet
Act-was passed, permitting certain [ree persons of color who
were named, to re-ide in the -Republic, and agiin giving per-
mission lor those who were here at the declaration of indepen-
dence to remain here,

This is a history of our legislation on the subject previousto
tbe adoption of our State Constitution,

"T'hat Constitution gave the Legislature the right to passlaws
to perimit the owners of slaves to emaucipate them, saving the
rights of creditors, and preventing them from becoming a public
charge.  Under this provision, several applications were made
to the first, second and third Legislatures, for permission to eman:
cipate slaves, all of which were refused, except npon condition
that they should be removed from the Siate. The 4th Legisla-
ture granted permission to three persons of this description to
rowa within the State, on acconnt of meritorious services they
had rendered to the country.  Thisis belicved to be a full history
of all oue legislation on the subject of {ree persons ot color.

L think the poiicy heratofore pursued by the State, of exclud.
g ey negroes and mulattovy, is @ wise one, and should  be
adhered to, for it is well known that their intercourse with slaves
teuda (o aorrapt tham aud mako them dissatisfied, and ought by
all means to e avoided,

O Sate has now comparatively tew free negroes, and the
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- experience of -other -slaveholding -States,"which are now suffer-
ing those evils that are inseparable from a large population of
this character, mingling with . their slaves, and which are now
devising -mieans to rid themselves of it, admonishes us not to
permit their increase among us by legislution.

It may-be said that us this Act only-permits these persons to
reside hiere Tor two years after their freedom shall have been es.
tablished, it canuot, therefore, do any great harin, but I fear that
at the expiration of that time, the fact, they have been allowed
to reside here for two years, will ba urged as a reason for their
longer stay, and that they may uhiimately obtain permission to
reside here permanently.

Eutertaining these views, I cannot approve this Act, and,
therefore, return itto the [Touse of Representatives, in which-it
origingted, for re-cousideration.



